Railway Administration
From this statement, it could be deduced that cross traffic
receipts have a tendency to keep very nearly constant
round the figure 1,45 lakhs. Under working expense there
have been changes. In 1937-3S they were 141 lakhs; in
193S-39 according to the revised estimate, they were 136
and in 193940 are expected to be 142. It will be noticeable
that there is a wide divergence between the budget and the
revised estimates for 1938-39. It is these working expenses,
therefore, that largely determine the gain or loss in working
these lines, since the figures for gross traffic receipts,
interest and depreciation are fairly constant. There is a
decrease of six lakhs of rupees in the net loss in 1938-39
which is mainly due to a credit adjustment under working
expenses. This credit will not recur in the next year, but
a saving in the interest charges due to the fall in the rate
of interest may be set off against this. Nevertheless, an
increase of three lakhs of rupees is expected in the net loss
of administering these lines. It will, thus, be seen that
these sections of railways are a drag on the general
revenues, but that they have to be maintained for the
larger purposes of military defence.
WORKING  EXPENSES.
The largest single item in railway expenditure is the cost
of actual running. It alone, excluding contributions to the
depreciation fund, forms more than 50% of gross traffic
receipts. In 1924-25 it was 51*6%, rising to a maximum
of 57-2% in 1930-31, and then it fell to 51-6 in 1937-38.
The working expenses include the maintenance of struc-
tural works and of locomotives and rolling stock, and
above all, expenses of the Traffic and General Department.
The expenditure incurred with regard to the electrified
sections are also shown under this head. There has pro-
bably been no single item of railway policy that has come
in for so much of criticism as railway expenditure. Tie
railways had been once condemned for their niggardliness,